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Japan conference commemorating smallpox eradication
Message from Dr Margaret Chan, WHO Director-General

Greetings from WHO headquarters in Geneva, where a new statue,
commemorating smallpox eradication, now stands in pride of place.

it reminds staff and visitors alike of a truly remarkable success
story with permanent gains for health in every corner of the world.

Public health must never cease to remember its success stories,
and to learn from them. The history of smallpox and its eradication
has been written and public health continues to benefit from the
many lessons learned.

| am pleased to honour Dr Arita's contribution to that history as one
of its authors. He fought smallpox in western Africa, and later,
served as Chief of the Smallpox Eradication Unit at WHO.

Leadership at WHO was important, but an achievement of this
scale ultimately depended on tens of thousands of dedicated
workers who literally crisscrossed this entire earth. They travelled
by jeep, donkey, and fishing boats, on foot in jungle and desert
journeys, from nomadic tribes in remote mountain areas to
pavement dwellers in the scorching heat of Asia's slums.

Despite the incredible odds, one of history's longest chains of virus
transmission, dating back at least 3,000 years, was finally broken
Just a decade after the intensified eradication programme was

launched.

This achievement, which you are honouring today, recalls a time of
great idealism that attracted talent and inspired commitment and
personal sacrifice.

Above all, smallpox eradication is a reminder of the power of
international health cooperation to do great and lasting good.

Thank you for keeping this memory, and this spirit of cooperation,
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